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PLEASE READ THESE NOTES BEFORE COMPLETING AND RETURNING PART II

Background
The Population Health Sciences Research Network was established in 2006 to bring together and add value to MRC’s existing investments in public health, health services research and epidemiology by:

· galvanising MRC’s  research effort with a focus on methodological approaches to population health sciences research

· adding value and strengthening research expertise intramurally by combining and sharing resources thereby creating a more effective critical mass in population health sciences, especially in underrepresented disciplines.

· providing a co-ordinated voice on research and policy issues in population health sciences
The focus of PHSRN activities from 2010 onwards will be methodological knowledge transfer, as described in the network’s bid [link] for further funding. Applications for workshops which address this aim are welcomed. Workshops may be used to disseminate findings from PHSRN projects, or to address other important issues in the population health sciences. Examples of past workshops may be found on the activities page of the PHSRN website.
1. Assessment criteria
Applications will be assessed by the PHSRN Board according to the following criteria:
· Does the proposal address an important issue in the population health sciences?
· Does the proposal share the Network’s focus, and address broader MRC priorities for the population health sciences?
· Will the workshop engage researchers and users of research (such as journalists, NGOs, policy-makers and practitioners) inside and outside the network?
· Are the planned outputs and dissemination appropriate and achievable? 

· Are the requested resources clearly justified?

Applications should be concise, while providing enough information for the Board to assess relevance, feasibility and value for money.
2. Who can apply 

· The lead applicant must be based at one of the core
 member Units of the Network. 

· Each application must involve researchers from at least two of the Network’s members. Investigators from other MRC Units or Centres, ESS or from other groups active in the population health sciences research may be co-applicants.

· Researchers may participate in more than one application. Successful applicants may re-apply for funding.

· Applications for events co-funded or supported in kind from other MRC or non-MRC sources are welcome. 

3. General Terms and Conditions
· The sum awarded will be up to £10,000, based on actual expenditure relating to work specified in the application. All awards will be a one off payment allocated directly to the WBS code provided. MRC will pay 100% of directly incurred costs only. Funds must be used only for the approved workshop(s) and supported by documentary evidence of expenditure. Unspent funds cannot be carried over. 

· Clear details of intended use of the funds should be given in Section B of Part II of the application form. MRC staff salaries should not be included in the costs, but non-MRC staff costs essential to the workshop, e.g. temporary administration staff, or any bought in services, may be included.
· Funds may be used to cover expenses such as travel (standard rail and air fares), subsistence and associated expenses of speakers, hire of venue, catering, and administrative costs connected with running the Workshop and publishing proceedings. Attendees’ time cannot be claimed. 
4. Outputs required from the award

· The support of the MRC PHSRN must be acknowledged in all publications and communications arising from the award, including journals and conferences. The standard phrase should be:

This work was supported by the MRC Population Health Sciences Research Network.


· The principal applicant should submit a report of the Workshop to the PHSRN secretariat as soon as possible after the workshop has been held. This will be considered by the PHSRN Board and then published on the website. The principal applicant should also submit a brief financial statement showing how the resources have been used, and listing the outputs that have been achieved (e.g. journal publications, further applications, etc.)
 
5. Instructions for application

Part II of the application form should be completed by the lead applicant and emailed to the PHSRN secretariat at the address below. Applicants are strongly advised to discuss their proposal with their unit finance officer at an early stage.

Dr Peter Craig

MRC PHSRN Secretariat

MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit

University of Glasgow

4 Lilybank Gardens, Glasgow G12 8RZ

0141 357 7552
0141 337 2389 (fax)

peter@sphsu.mrc.ac.uk.

6. Publicising successful applications

In order to enable further networking and collaboration, the PHSRN will publicise successful Workshop applications on its website. Applicants are encouraged to engage in dialogue with researchers who express interest.

7. Awarding funds
1) If your proposal is approved for funding, the Secretariat will inform you. The Secretariat will also liaise with the unit finance department to make sure a WBS element is created for the award. 
2) The unit will then be able to cost all related Workshop activity against this WBS code. It is the responsibility of the unit finance department to ensure that all external payments are made using the allocated funds.

3) Awards will be made on the basis of 100% directly incurred costs

4) Funds will be allocated to the lead unit as identified on the application form. Within 6 weeks of completion of the work the unit must submit a brief financial statement to the secretariat detailing exactly how the funds were spent compared with the initial request.

5) Any remaining funds will then be transferred back to the secretariat.
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� MRC Biostatistics Unit, Cambridge; MRC Clinical Trials Unit, London; Clinical Trials Service Unit, Oxford; MRC Collaborative Centre for Human Nutrition Research, Cambridge; MRC Epidemiology Unit, Cambridge; MRC Epidemiology Resource Centre, Southampton; MRC General Practitioners Research Framework (GPRF); MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit, Glasgow; MRC Unit for Lifelong Health and Ageing, London; MRC Centre for Causal Analyses in Translational Epidemiology, Bristol; MRC Centre for Nutritional Epidemiology in Cancer Prevention and Survival, Cambridge; MRC Centre of Epidemiology for Child Health, London; Centre for Cognitive Aging and Cognitive Epidemiology, Edinburgh. 





