PHSRN workshop – Process evaluation of complex public health interventions

To be held on Wednesday 3rd November 2010 at the MRC Epidemiology Resource Centre, University of Southampton

The importance of process evaluation within complex intervention research is widely recognised. It explores the implementation, receipt and settling of an intervention, improves understanding of outcome results, and aids translation of research findings. Process evaluation also clarifies the mechanism by which an intervention operates.

While there appears to be general agreement that the questions to be addressed by a process evaluation, and its intended methods, are set out prospectively at the start of an intervention study, there is little formal guidance as to what aspects of process to measure and how to go about making these measurements. It is clear that process evaluation will rely on qualitative and quantitative research methods and so a wide range of skills and expertise are required. 

Many research groups are undertaking complex intervention studies in a population setting. It is clear that planning the process evaluation of such research presents challenges.

The workshop will bring together investigators currently working on complex intervention research who have an interest in defining and refining procedures and methods for the evaluation of process.

The workshop is being organised by a team of investigators led by Janis Baird from the MRC Epidemiology Resource Centre, University of Southampton. Collaborators include the MRC Epidemiology Unit, Cambridge; the MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit; the MRC Clinical Trials Unit, London; the General Practice and Primary Care Research Unit, Cambridge; and the UK CRC Public Health Research Centre of Excellence at Cardiff.

For further details and enquiries about reserving a place at the workshop please contact:

Janis Baird

jb@mrc.soton.ac.uk 
MRC Epidemiology Resource Centre 
University of Southampton 
Southampton General Hospital 
SO16 6YD 
Tel: 023 8076 4057

or

Jane Pearce

jp@mrc.soton.ac.uk 

MRC Epidemiology Resource Centre 
University of Southampton 
Southampton General Hospital 
SO16 6YD
Tel 02380 777624)

