Telling good (population health) science from bad (population health) science
The UK government has increasingly emphasised the need for policies to be evidence-based. A barrier to this is that many policymakers and practitioners find it difficult to assess the credibility of the available evidence. 

Practitioners interviewed as part of a previous PHSRN project were keen to access research evidence, but wanted more guidance in how to interpret its credibility. Previous PHSRN research also suggests that civil servants have only limited time to deal with research evidence, and find it difficult to deal with uncertainty. The MMR debate shows the importance of policymakers, practitioners, and the public having a better understanding of population health evidence.  Many government organisations and thinktanks have provided guidance on assessing and using evidence, but this is often too detailed for busy civil servants, and unavailable to practitioners or the public.  

The aim of this project is to develop an easily accessible toolkit on how to tell good population health science from bad population health science.  It will:

· scope what learning materials and activities are already available, and whether their effectiveness has been evaluated; 

· run workshops bringing together people who have been trying to improve policymakers’ skills in assessment of evidence, and policymakers or practitioners who want better critical appraisal skills, to learn from existing attempts;
· interview key stakeholders to find out what they need in the way of assistance to evaluate evidence;
· scope current best practice in training materials; 

· draft proposals for training materials, for feedback from PHSRN and key stakeholders;
· produce the final learning materials, or commission their production from technical experts.

This project team is from the MRC/CSO Social and Public Health Sciences Unit (Sally Macintyre and Shona Hilton), MRC Human Nutrition Research Unit (Susan Jebb), MRC Epidemiology Unit, (David Ogilvie), and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (Mark Petticrew).

